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Module  4:  Beneath  the  Ink 

In  Module  4 students  have  the  opportunity  to  read  and  explore  a variety  of  poetry  written  by  a diverse  group 
of  poets.  The  poems  that  they  read  represent  a broad  range  of  cultural  and  historical  perspectives  and 
experiences.  It  is  hoped  that  students,  upon  completion  of  this  module,  will  have  gained  an  appreciation  for 
the  artistry  and  craftsmanship  of  various  forms  of  poetry,  as  well  as  increased  their  understanding  of  the 
poetry  they  read. 

Section  1:  Connecting  with  Poetry 

Students  begin  Section  1 by  exploring  the  question  “What  is  poetry?”  They  are  given  strategies  for  reading 
poetry.  As  well,  they  practise  paraphrasing  and  are  given  tips  for  discussing  poetry.  While  most  of  the  texts 
explored  in  this  section  are  poetry,  students  also  read  and  respond  to  a speech  and  a play. 

• Lesson  1 begins  with  a discussion  of  what  poetry  is.  You  might  have  your  student  brainstorm  a list  of  the 
characteristics  of  poetry.  Ask  the  question,  “What  makes  a piece  of  writing  poetry?” 

• Ensure  that  your  student  understands  that  sensory  images  are  those  word  pictures  that  appeal  to 
senses:  sight,  hearing,  taste,  smell,  and  touch.  It  may  be  helpful  to  read  through  poems  with  your 
student  to  find  examples  of  sensory  images. 

• Your  student  may  enjoy  finding  other  examples  of  invented  words  from  a variety  of  sources.  Slang  or 
jargon  is  often  made  up  of  invented  words,  which  become  a part  of  everyday  usage. 

• Encourage  your  student  to  practise  the  strategies  that  are  given  for  reading  poetry. 

• While  the  tips  given  for  responding  to  a poem  are  geared  to  group  discussion,  they  are  easily  adapted  to 
discussion  with  a partner.  Discussion  is  an  important  part  of  responding  to  poetry  as  it  usually  leads  to 
new  insights  and  ideas. 

• Students  will  be  familiar  with  using  paraphrasing  to  summarize  research  material.  It  is  also  a valuable 
tool  to  use  when  searching  for  the  meaning  of  a poem,  particularly  if  the  poem  contains  unfamiliar  terms 
or  images. 

• There  are  a number  of  portfolio  items  and  journal  entries  suggested  in  this  section.  Although  students 
are  not  required  to  do  all  of  them,  encourage  your  student  to  do  as  many  as  possible  so  he  or  she 
experiences  a variety  of  language  arts. 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  4A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  8:  MODULE  4 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  45  marks  out  of  the  total  118  marks  for  the 
assignments  in  Module  4.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in 
the  left  margin. 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places.  If  you  have  difficulty  with  an  assignment,  go  back  to  your  Student  Module 
Booklet  and  review  the  appropriate  lesson.  Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully 
before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

You  can  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  assignments. 
If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  you  attach  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is 
readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  1 Assignment:  Connecting  with  Poetry 

1.  In  Lesson  1 you  examined  elements  of  poetry:  sound,  shape,  and  sensory  images. 
Poets  use  sensory  images — images  that  appeal  to  the  senses — to  create  word 
pictures.  Find  examples  of  sensory  images  in  the  poems  you  read  in  Lesson  1. 

Use  your  examples  to  complete  the  chart  that  follows.  You  should  have  one 
example  for  each  sense.  The  first  one  has  been  done  to  get  you  started. 


Sight 

three  kernels  of  popcorn  / spilled  on  the  snow  (from  “Greatness”) 

Hearing 

Taste 

Smell 

Touch 
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2.  In  Lesson  1 you  read  two  “West  Coast  Rhymes.”  These  two  poems  and  “Song  of 
the  Land”  share  a theme  of  how  people  feel  about  the  areas  in  which  they  live.  In  a 
paragraph,  discuss  ways  in  which  the  poems  and  the  song  are  similar  and  different. 
You  should  have  at  least  two  similarities  and  one  difference. 

Use  the  checklist  that  follows  to  ensure  your  paragraph  is  effective. 


I have  written  an  interesting  topic  sentence. 

I have  clearly  stated  similarities  and  differences  about  the  poems. 

I have  used  details  from  the  poems  to  support  my  statements. 

I have  chosen  my  words  carefully  and  written  effective  sentences. 

I have  edited  my  work  for  any  errors  of  spelling,  grammar,  and  punctuation. 

Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  2 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  clear. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

7 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• Word  choices  and  sentence  structure  are  effective. 

• The  writing  has  been  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling, 
grammar,  capitalization,  and  punctuation. 

3 marks 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  2,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  17 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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3.  In  Lesson  2 you  read  “Dreams  of  the  Animals.”  Select  two  images  from  the  poem 
that  you  particularly  like.  Explain  why  each  image  appeals  to  you. 


4.  When  you  paraphrase  a piece  of  writing,  you  restate  the  author’s  ideas  in  your 
own  words.  Your  task  for  this  assignment  is  to  paraphrase  the  last  paragraph  of 
Robertson  Davies’  speech  “Hear  Every  Word.” 


a.  First  reread  the  last  paragraph  of  Robertson  Davies’  speech  on  page  150  of 
Crossroads  8.  Then  in  the  space  that  follows,  jot  down  the  main  ideas  from  the 
paragraph.  You  should  have  three  points. 
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b.  Next,  use  your  jot  notes  to  write  your  paraphrase. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  4.  b. 

Ideas  and  Impressions 

• The  text  has  been  described  clearly  and  effectively  in  the 
student’s  own  words. 

• All  important  details  from  the  paragraph  have  been 
included. 

• A clear  understanding  of  the  paragraph  is  evident. 

4 marks  j 

Writing  Skills 

• Word  choices  and  sentence  structure  are  effective. 

• The  writing  has  been  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling, 
grammar,  capitalization,  and  punctuation. 

3 marks 

When  you  have  completed  question  4,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  25 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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5.  Have  you  ever  watched  a railway  train  as  it  made  its  way  through  the  countryside? 
In  1853,  two  railway  lines  were  built  near  Emily  Dickinson’s  home.  Perhaps  she 
watched  the  trains  go  by.  Use  the  strategies  you  have  been  given  for  reading  poetry 
to  read  the  following  poem  by  Emily  Dickinson.  You  may  need  to  refer  to  your 
dictionary  to  find  the  meanings  of  words  that  you  are  not  familiar  with. 

The  Railway  Train 

— Emily  Dickinson 


I like  to  see  it  lap  the  miles, 

And  lick  the  valleys  up, 

And  stop  to  feed  itself  at  tanks; 

And,  then,  prodigious  step 

Around  a pile  of  mountains, 

And,  supercilious,  peer 
In  shanties  by  the  sides  of  roads; 

And  then  a quarry  pare 

To  fit  its  sides,  and  crawl  between, 

Complaining  all  the  while 
In  horrid,  hooting  stanza; 

Then  chase  itself  down  hill 

And  neigh  like  Boanerges;  (Boanerges:  means  sons  of  thunder;  any  loud  and  emotional  speaker) 

Then,  punctual  as  a star, 

Stop — docile  and  omnipotent — 

At  its  own  stable  door. 

Use  the  suggestions  you  were  given  in  Lesson  3 for  discussing  poetry  to  respond  to  the 
poem,  “The  Railway  Train.” 

a.  How  does  the  poem  make  you  feel? 


(In  Emily  Dickinson’s  time,  trains  were  powered  by  steam 
engines,  which  had  their  water  supply  replenished  from  huge 
water  tanks  beside  the  tracks.) 
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b.  Is  there  something  special  about  the  sound  of  the  poem?  Explain. 


c.  What  image  does  the  poem  make  you  see?  Explain. 


d.  If  you  had  the  opportunity,  what  question  would  you  ask  the  poet? 


When  you  have  completed  question  5,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  33 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 


Submit  Assignment  Booklet  4A  for  assessment. 
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